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Nestled within the captivating landscapes of mountainous Sikyonia, a region celebrated for its profound
history and unparalleled natural beauty, lies the Feneos plateau. This enchanting area is home to a geological
phenomenon that continues to intrigue and inspire awe: the Feneos Sinkholes, locally known as Katavothres.
More than just a striking natural feature, these sinkholes are integral to the very hydrology and character of
this unique corner of Corinthia, offering a rare glimpse into the earth's dynamic processes and enriching the
tapestry of the Sikyonia experience.

Sikyonia, a diverse and vibrant part of the Peloponnese, extends from the tranquil coastal shores to the
majestic mountain peaks, presenting a myriad of attractions for every discerning traveller. From the ancient
ruins that whisper tales of bygone eras to the serene lakes and verdant forests, Sikyonia invites exploration.
The Feneos region, in particular, stands out as a destination where geology, history, and natural splendor
converge, with the sinkholes acting as silent, ancient guardians of its delicate ecosystem.

Understanding the Phenomenon: The Feneos Katavothres

The Feneos Sinkholes represent a classic example of karst topography, a landscape formed from the
dissolution of soluble rocks such as limestone, dolomite, and gypsum. In the Feneos plateau, these geological
formations are not merely impressive chasms but vital conduits for water management. The plateau, like
many others in mountainous regions, receives significant rainfall and meltwater from the surrounding peaks.
Without an efficient drainage system, it would be prone to extensive flooding, transforming into a vast,
permanent lake.

¢ Natural Drainage System: The Katavothres act as natural drainage points, absorbing surface water
and channeling it into subterranean networks. This process prevents the accumulation of water on the
plateau, maintaining its fertile and habitable nature.

¢ Geological Wonders: These openings vary in size and depth, some leading to intricate cave systems
yet to be fully explored. They are a testament to millions of years of geological activity, showcasing the
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slow yet powerful erosive force of water on limestone.

¢ Ecological Significance: Beyond their geological importance, the sinkholes play a crucial role in the
local ecosystem, influencing groundwater levels and supporting unique flora and fauna adapted to
these specific hydrological conditions.

Observing the Feneos Sinkholes offers a profound connection to the earth's ancient rhythms. They are a living
geology lesson, reminding visitors of the hidden forces that shape our world, often unseen, beneath the
tranquil surface of Sikyonia.

The Picturesque Lake Doxa: A Jewel of the Plateau

Intricately linked with the Feneos Sinkholes and the overall hydrology of the plateau is the stunning Lake
Doxa. While often appearing as a natural wonder, Lake Doxa is an artificial lake, created in the 1990s, yet it
blends seamlessly and harmoniously with its surroundings, embodying the serene beauty of mountainous
Sikyonia. Its turquoise waters, framed by towering fir-clad mountains and the occasional glimpse of a
traditional village, create a postcard-perfect scene.

¢ A Scenic Oasis: The lake's calm surface reflects the surrounding peaks and the clear Sikyonia sky,
making it an ideal spot for photography, relaxation, and gentle walks along its shores.

¢ The Chapel of Agios Fanourios: A small, charming chapel dedicated to Agios Fanourios, accessible via
a narrow causeway, sits gracefully on an islet in the lake. This picturesque landmark adds to the
enchanting character of Doxa, inviting moments of quiet contemplation.

e Recreational Activities: The area around Lake Doxa is perfect for various outdoor activities, from
leisurely picnics and nature observation to hiking and cycling along the well-maintained paths that
wind through the surrounding forests.

The symbiotic relationship between the sinkholes and the lake is fascinating. The sinkholes ensure that the
wider Feneos plateau remains arable, while Lake Doxa, fed by mountain springs and runoff, serves as a
picturesque reservoir, enhancing the region's natural charm. It's a testament to how human intervention,
when thoughtfully executed, can complement and even enhance an already magnificent natural setting
within Sikyonia.

Ancient Feneos and Modern Charms: A Blend of History and Culture

The Feneos area is not just a geological marvel but also a place steeped in history. The present-day village of
Ancient Feneos Kalyvia serves as a direct link to the glorious ancient city of Feneos, which flourished in
antiquity. This charming village in mountainous Sikyonia offers visitors a unique experience, blending rich
history, vibrant culture, and captivating natural beauty.

¢ Echoes of Antiquity: The region around Ancient Feneos holds archaeological significance, with
remnants and traces that hint at a thriving ancient civilization. Exploring these sites allows visitors to
step back in time and connect with the Peloponnese’s enduring legacy.

¢ Traditional Village Life: Ancient Feneos Kalyvia itself is a delightful settlement, characterized by its
traditional architecture, stone houses, and welcoming atmosphere. It provides a peaceful base from
which to explore the wider Sikyonia region, offering authentic hospitality and a taste of rural Greek life.

¢ Panoramic Views: Situated at an elevation that ensures cool breezes even during warmer months, the
village boasts incredible panoramic views of the surrounding mountains and valleys, offering a fresh
perspective on the rugged beauty of Sikyonia.

The blend of ancient heritage and contemporary charm makes the Feneos region a compelling destination.
It's a place where every winding road and every hidden path can lead to a discovery, whether it's an ancient
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artifact or a breathtaking vista across the heart of Sikyonia.

Beyond Feneos: Discovering the Wider Wonders of Sikyonia

While the Feneos Sinkholes and Lake Doxa are undoubtedly highlights, the entire Sikyonia region is a
treasure trove of natural beauty and cultural richness, inviting travellers to delve deeper into its varied
landscapes.

e Lake Stymphalia: A short journey from Feneos reveals Lake Stymphalia, another captivating body of
water and a protected Natura wetland. Famed for its mythological association with Hercules and his
sixth labour, Stymphalia is also a haven for birdwatchers, boasting a rich ornithofauna. The
surrounding landscape, dotted with olive groves and vineyards, provides a tranquil setting for
contemplation and discovery.

¢ Verdant Forests and Hiking Trails: The mountainous terrain of Sikyonia is a paradise for nature
enthusiasts and hikers. The rare Black Pine Forest, found near Velina, is a magnificent example of the
region's diverse ecosystems. Numerous well-marked trails crisscross the mountains, catering to all
levels of experience, from leisurely strolls through pine-scented woods to more challenging treks with
rewarding panoramic views. These paths are perfect for both hiking and mountain biking, allowing
visitors to immerse themselves fully in Sikyonia's pristine natural environment.

e Charming Sikyonia Villages: Beyond Ancient Feneos Kalyvia, Sikyonia is dotted with picturesque
villages, each with its own unique character.
o Megalos Valtos: This village offers a glimpse into Sikyonia's rich history, traditional practices,
and deep connection to nature.

o Kato Diminio: A coastal gem, it provides a beautiful contrast to the mountainous regions,
boasting clean beaches and the soothing sounds of the sea. It's an ideal spot for those seeking a
relaxing seaside escape within Sikyonia.

o Bozikas: Considered a hidden diamond, Bozikas is known for its authentic traditional tourism
and local products, allowing visitors to experience the heart and soul of Sikyonia through its
people and flavours.

Exploring these diverse facets of Sikyonia reveals a destination that truly offers a complete experience, from
the geological marvels of Feneos to the historical depth of its ancient sites and the vibrant life of its traditional
villages. Each area contributes to the unique charm of this Corinthian region.

Plan Your Sikyonia Adventure

The Feneos Sinkholes, along with the enchanting Lake Doxa and the historical depths of Ancient Feneos,
stand as a testament to Sikyonia's remarkable blend of natural wonders and cultural heritage. This region
offers an escape for those seeking tranquillity, adventure, or a deeper understanding of geology and history.
Whether you are drawn to the mystique of the sinkholes, the serene beauty of the lake, the ancient whispers
of Feneos, or the rugged allure of the surrounding mountains and forests, Sikyonia promises an
unforgettable journey.

From invigorating hikes along ancient paths to peaceful moments by the water's edge, and from discovering
local traditions in charming villages to marveling at unique geological formations, Sikyonia provides a rich
tapestry of experiences. It is a destination that truly captivates the soul, inviting visitors to connect with its
untouched landscapes and authentic spirit.

For more detailed planning of your Sikyonia adventure, including accommodations, dining, and activities, visit
Visit Kiato, your comprehensive travel guide to this magnificent region.

Planning your visit to Kiato?
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Visit Kiato is the travel guide for the region — hotels, tavernas, wineries and things to do, all in one place.

Browse the guideMore articles

Take it with you

Open this page on your phone
visitkiato.com/en/feneos-sinkholes-geological-phenomenon
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Enjoy Kiato and Sikyonia!
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