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Kiato Port: History, Traditional Fishing Boats &
Sunsets

  

In the heart of the Corinthian Gulf, where the fertile plains of Sicyonia meet the deep blue of the sea, lies the
Port of Kiato. It is far more than just a place to dock boats; it is the living, breathing core of a city that grew
and prospered through its intimate relationship with the water. For the traveler seeking an authentic side of
Corinthia, a stroll along the Port of Kiato offers a unique experience filled with vivid imagery, the scent of the
sea, and a sense of tranquility that is increasingly hard to find in major urban centers. Whether you are a
history buff, a photography enthusiast, or simply someone looking for a romantic seaside walk, this port
captures the essence of coastal Peloponnese life.

The Historical Significance of the Port

The history of Kiato Port is inextricably linked to the economic development of the entire Corinthia region.
From the late 19th century and throughout the 20th century, the port served as the primary gateway for the
export of the famous Corinthian raisin, often referred to as the "black gold" of the area. During this era, the
port was a hive of activity, with steamships and sailing vessels lining the docks to carry the wealth of the
Sicyonian land to the demanding markets of Europe, particularly England and France. This trade brought
immense wealth to the city, transforming Kiato into a significant commercial hub.

If you observe the architecture of the older buildings located within walking distance of the shore, you can
still see the faint echoes of this golden age. While the port’s primary function has shifted over the decades, it
retains the prestige of a place that once served as a bridge between the Peloponnese and the rest of the
world. Today, its strategic location ensures it remains one of the most important ports in the prefecture,
balancing commercial needs with a thriving local fishing industry and a growing interest from leisure sailors.

Traditional Fishing Boats: A Living Canvas

The most iconic feature of Kiato Port is the dozens of traditional fishing boats, known as "trechantiria," that
sway gently in its calm waters. These vessels, with their classic wooden hulls and vibrant paintwork, are more
than just tools for a trade; they are symbols of a maritime tradition that has been passed down through
generations. The local fishermen, the true keepers of this heritage, are an inseparable part of the scenery.
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Early in the morning, long before the sun rises, the port hums with life as the boats return from the
Corinthian Gulf, their nets heavy with the catch of the day.

For the visitor, the sight of nets spread across the pier and the rhythmic preparation of the fishermen is like a
scene from a vintage postcard. The bold colors of the boats—cobalt blue, bright white, emerald green, and
terracotta red—create a stunning contrast against the deep azure of the sea. It is a paradise for
photographers, as every corner of the port hides a detail worth capturing: a weathered rope, a bucket of
fresh silver sardines, or the reflection of a mast in the still morning water. This is where the "slow life" of
Greece is most visible, unaffected by the frantic pace of modern tourism.

The Sunset: Kiato’s Magical Hour

If there is one moment when the Port of Kiato undergoes a total transformation, it is during the "golden
hour." As the sun begins its descent behind the rugged mountains of Roumeli on the opposite side of the
gulf, the sky erupts in shades of fiery orange, deep purple, and shimmering gold. The sunset in Kiato is widely
regarded as one of the most beautiful in Corinthia, thanks to the wide, open horizon that allows the light to
dance across the waves in a spectacular display.

Taking a walk along the long pier (the "molos") during this time is a local ritual. The serenity of the sea, the
clinking of masts in the light breeze, and the sight of the city lights beginning to twinkle in the distance create
a backdrop of absolute relaxation. It is a moment where time seems to stand still, offering a much-needed
breath of fresh air and a sense of connection with nature. Whether you are alone with your thoughts or
sharing the view with a loved one, the Kiato sunset is an experience that lingers in the memory long after you
leave.

What to See and Do at the Port

A visit to Kiato Port is not just about the view; there are several ways to immerse yourself in the local
atmosphere and enjoy the coastal lifestyle:

Walk the Seaside Promenade: The wide pedestrian path that stretches along the port and the
neighboring coast is perfect for a leisurely stroll or a bike ride. It connects the port with the city's
beaches and serves as a social hub where locals of all ages gather to talk and enjoy the sea air.

Waterside Gastronomy: Surrounding the port are numerous traditional cafes, "ouzeris," and fish
taverns. This is the place to sample authentic seafood mezedes—such as grilled octopus, fried
calamari, or fresh anchovies—perfectly paired with a glass of local wine from the nearby vineyards of
Nemea or Sicyon.

The Port Lighthouse: Walking to the very end of the breakwater brings you to the lighthouse. This is
one of the most romantic spots in the city, offering an unobstructed, 360-degree view of the Corinthian
Gulf and the northern coastline of the Peloponnese.

Observe the Fishing Culture: If you arrive at the port in the late morning, you can watch the
fishermen cleaning their nets and sorting their catch. It is a fascinating look at a traditional craft, and if
you are staying in local accommodation with kitchen facilities, you might even be able to buy fish
directly from the boat.

Exploring Beyond the Docks

While the port itself is a destination, it also serves as a gateway to the wider charms of the Sicyon region. Just
a short drive from the water, you can transition from maritime tradition to ancient history. The Port of Kiato
acts as the modern anchor for a region that has been inhabited for millennia, making it a perfect starting
point for a day of diverse exploration.
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Practical Information & Access

Kiato is situated in an exceptionally convenient location, making its port easily accessible for both domestic
and international travelers:

How to Get There

By Proastiakos (Suburban Railway): Kiato is directly connected to Athens and the "Eleftherios
Venizelos" International Airport via the Proastiakos train. The journey is comfortable, scenic, and takes
about an hour and twenty minutes from the center of Athens. The station is located just a short
distance from the port, making it an ideal destination for a car-free day trip.

By Car: Via the Olympia Odos (Athens-Patras National Road), the drive from Athens takes
approximately 70 to 80 minutes. The port is also very close to Corinth, reachable in less than 20
minutes, making it a great stop if you are touring the archaeological sites of the Peloponnese.

When to Visit

The Port of Kiato is beautiful in every season. In the summer, it is vibrant and bustling, with the sea breeze
providing a cooling respite from the heat. However, many locals prefer the transition seasons of autumn and
spring. During these months, the colors of the sky are more intense, the air is crisp, and the atmosphere is
quieter and more melancholic—perfect for those who want to experience the port's poetic side without the
summer crowds.

Local Tips for the Best Experience

To experience the Port of Kiato like a local, keep these small tips in mind:

Timing is Everything: Aim to arrive at the port about 30 minutes before the official sunset time. This
allows you to watch the full progression of colors as the sky shifts from pale yellow to deep violet.

Photography Angles: For the best photos, head to the northern side of the port. From there, you can
frame the traditional wooden boats in the foreground with the towering mountains of Central Greece
across the water in the background.

Combine with Ancient Sicyon: Spend your morning exploring the impressive Ancient Theatre of
Sicyon (one of the largest in Greece) and then head down to the port for a late seafood lunch and a
sunset walk. It’s the perfect blend of culture and relaxation.

The "Coffee and Waves" Habit: Many of the cafes along the port have outdoor seating just inches
from the water. Grab a traditional Greek coffee or a frappe, bring a book, and enjoy the rhythmic
sound of the water hitting the stones.

The Port of Kiato is not just a transit point; it is a destination in its own right. It is a place where daily life
meets natural beauty, and where history meets living tradition. Whether you are a lover of the sea, a fan of
authentic Greek flavors, or simply looking for a peaceful retreat in Corinthia, this port will win you over with
its simplicity, its history, and its unmistakable Mediterranean charm.

===
Planning your visit to Kiato?

Visit Kiato is the travel guide for the region — hotels, tavernas, wineries and things to do, all in one place.

Browse the guideMore articles
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Take it with you

Open this page on your phone
visitkiato.com/en/port-of-kiato-corinthia-guide

Enjoy Kiato and Sikyonia!


