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Nemea

The Nemean Games, along with the Olympic, Delphic, and Isthmian Games, were the four panhellenic athletic
competitions where the only reward for athletes was a wreath. The ancient written sources date the
establishment of the Nemean Games to 573 BC in historical times, and excavations have fully confirmed this.
Indeed, one of the earliest inscriptions mentions four victories in the sport known as pankration by a local
athlete, Aristios from Kleones, possibly as early as 567 BC.

Although the sanctuary and games appeared to be under the supervision of the Cleonaeans, it is evident that
ultimate power was exercised by Argos. This may have resulted from the alliance of Argos and Athens, which
caused the violent destruction of Nemea during the Peloponnesian War, when Sparta conducted military
operations focused on Nemea, in 419/18 and 415/4 BC (Thucydides 5.58-60 and 6.95, respectively).

After this destruction, the sanctuary remained in ruins for about 75 years. The games continued to be held,
but in Argos. At some point, not far from 330 BC, the games returned to Nemea, as evidenced by the
implementation of an extensive building program, which included the Temple of Zeus and the Early
Hellenistic Stadium. This program likely attests to a Macedonian role that was played in Nemea, especially by
Philip and his son Alexander the Great.

The Games at Nemea did not last long and in 271 BC they were transferred back to Argos. Nemeonikai are
recorded throughout the rest of antiquity, but not in Nemea itself. When Pausanias visited it around 150 AD,
he found the Temple of Zeus in ruins, with a fallen roof and without the cult statue. This may be the work of
the famous Lysippus, who was later recognised.
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